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As we enter the 

month of 

August, many of 

us have already 

enjoyed a 

rejuvenating 

vacation.  Some 

may still be 

looking forward to a family 

reunion or getaway.  Either way, 

opportunities still exist.  The 

question is, ñWhat will we do with 

the opportunities that have been 

given to us?ò 

In the summer I like to take 

advantage of the added time to 

read.  A few weeks ago, I began to 

read a book that was written 

several years ago ï A Door Set 

Open.  In it, Peter Steinke, a well-

respected consultant, pastor, 

educator, and therapist, describes 

the rapid changes and the 

challenges the church faces today.  

He identifies these changes and 

challenges as rich opportunities for 

the church.  He believes God, in 

Jesus Christ, has allowed ña door 

set openò for us to faithfully step 

into the midst of the changes and 

challenges, the experiences and the 

exciting future that is before us.  

The question is whether or not we 

will go through the door that is set 

open before us. (Yes, this is what 

your pastor reads in his available 

fun, free time). 

These words resonated with my 

soul as I considered the changes 

and challenges in our journey 

together at FPC.  There have been 

a number of transitions, the most 

recent being the retirement of our 

church Parish Nurse, Sue Endsley.  

In addition to serving as a medical 

resource and providing education 

on health and well-being, Sue 

provided leadership for the 

Stephen Ministry of our church.  

In case you do not know, this 

meaningful ministry provides high 

quality, confidential, Christ-

centered, one-to-one care to people 

in the congregation who are 

hurting.    Sue worked closely with 

Pastor Pat to offer encouragement 

and compassion to our church 

family.  We are so very grateful 

for Sueôs time of service and she 

will always be a part of our FPC 

family!     

As always, we continue to review 

church programs and staff to best 

serve our church family.  We 

greatly appreciate those who are 

willing to share their stories with 

us about how the parish nurse 

position has impacted their lives.  

As with all positions, we value 

your input as we review tasks and 

responsibilities provided by our 

staff and how best to meet the 

needs of the congregation as we 

step forward into the next leg of 

the journey.   

May we all work to be faithful to 

God and sense the leading of the 

Spirit with the ñdoor set openò 

before us full of both changes and 

challenges.  Can you feel it?  

There is a great sense of 

anticipation for the amazing 

journey we are on together.  Thank 

you for your commitment to the 

future that God has for us!  Hold 

on ï itôs going to be quite a ride! 

Faithfully in Christ, 

Rev. Nathan Esser 

the Messenger 
the Visible Face of Christ 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers of FPC: 



 

 

MINISTRY  2. 

Some members of FPC have 

expressed an interest in touring the 

Holy Land. Are you interested? We 

want to test the waters and see if 

there is any interest in a tour of the 

Holy Land next April, 2018. 

Preliminary dates are April 6-20, 

2018. (Easter is April 1, 2018). 

 

The trip would be historical, 

educational, and relational. Some of 

the places we would visit include: 

Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Hebron, 

Masada/Qumran/Dead Sea, 

Ramallah, Jericho, Nablus, 

Nazareth and Banais, Galilee area, 

and the Mediterranean Coast. 

Specific sites would include: Mt. of 

Olives, Garden of Gethsemane, Via 

Dolorosa, Manger Square and the 

Church of the Nativity, Solomonôs 

Pools, Qumran and the Dead Sea 

(the lowest point on earth), Jordan 

River, Sea of Galilee, Capernaum, 

and the Port city of Jaffa. 

 

Are you interested? If so, please 

email or visit with Pastor Nathan or 

Pastor Pat. Again, this is all very 

preliminary and at this point we are 

just wondering if there is any 

interest in a trip like this. Please, let 

us know your thoughts. 

FPC / In His Steps: Tour of the Holy Land 

Someone once 

said there are two 

basic prayers that 

people pray; there 

is the ñhelp me, 

help me, help meò 

prayer and the 

ñthank you, thank 

you, thank youò prayer. Prayer is an 

elemental expression of faith in 

God, yet often we Christians 

struggle with what prayer is and 

how to pray. For many of us, we 

need to broaden our practices and 

understanding of prayer.  

 

Dr. Gary Neal Hansen, a professor 

at Dubuque Theological Seminary, 

has written an excellent book 

designed to teach us to pray. 

Actually his book teaches ten 

different and distinct ways to pray. 

The book is titled Kneeling with 

Giants: Learning to Pray with 

Historyôs Best Teachers and the 

publisher says this about the book:  

 

ñDo you sometimes find yourself 

searching for a way to approach 

God or wondering how to get out of 

a devotional slump? Do you long 

for spiritual guides you can trust? 

This guide to prayer is rooted in 

centuries of Christian tradition. In 

each chapter youôll meet a figure 

from church history, such as St. 

Benedict, Martin Luther, John 

Calvin, St. Ignatius, Teresa of Avila 

and Andrew Murray. Youôll learn 

how each of these spiritual giants 

uniquely connected to God through 

prayer. Each chapter provides an 

opportunity to practice a different 

method for prayer, including the 

divine office, the Lordôs Prayer, the 

Jesus Prayer, healing prayer and 

meditation on the Psalms. In the 

process your own prayer practice 

will be refreshed and renewed. 

Journey into church history and 

enliven each day of your prayer 

life.ò 

 

I encourage you to take a look at 

your prayer life. Prayer is important 

because it brings us closer to God. 

Finding a new way to pray can be a 

very rich spiritual experience. 

 

Check out the book Kneeling with 

Giants: Learning to Pray with 

Historyôs Best Teachers and try a 

different method of prayer. Read 

the book by yourself or with a 

group of friends. Then let me know 

what you discover! 

 

On this journey with you! 

 

Pastor Pat 

A New Way to Pray 



 

 

CHILDRENõS MINISTRY 3. 

Become a NINJA WARRIOR! 

Sunday, August 20  

 

Bring your backpack and receive a back to 

school blessing from First Presbyterian Church! 

Anyone who has just finished 1st through 5th grade is 

welcome to join in on the fun on Wednesday, August 

16th at First Presbyterian Church. It will be a fun 

filled morning from 10am to noon, that will take you 

through a series of challenging obstacle courses. The 

courses set up will help guide you in your training to 

be a NINJA WARRIOR. Not just an ordinary Ninja 

Warrior, but one that will be equipped to spread the 

good news of God and have the knowledge to 

overcome obstacles life puts in our way.  
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Backpack Blessing 

A sign-up sheet is located in the church office. 

Contact Spring for more details at 336-2886. 



 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY  4. 

Middle School Service Project 2017 - ñMISSION STAYò 



 

 

1. DVD movies will be on the feature 

table in August. We have received 

donations and purchased a few for all 

ages. Come check it out! 

 

2. New Fiction and Non-Fiction titles 

are going on the red cart each week. 

New Fiction includes: A Story of God 

(novel based on TV Miniseries, The 

Bible) and Valley Forge by Newt 

Gingrich. Non-Fiction includes God 

Is Closer Than You Think by John 

Ortberg. Pastor Ortberg challenges us 

to face God, take His hands and 

receive His joy. Also new is God and 

Money: How We Discovered True 

Riches at Harvard Business School 

by John Cortines and Gregory 

Baumer. The authors attended a 

Menôs Bible Study that examined the 

tithe and challenged the group to 

replace it with radical generosity. 

The book lays out a simple 

framework and seven key principles 

for implementing radical generosity 

and how to reap its rewards. 

 

3. Two new titles donated for the 

Audiobook collection are Unbroken: 

A World War II Story of Survival, 

Resilience, and Redemption by Laura 

Hillenbrand and Dodge City: Wyatt 

Earp, Bat Masterson, and the 

Wickedest Town in the American 

West by Tom Clavin. 

 

4. A big thank you to the Middle 

School youth who worked hard to 

compile a list of the childrenôs books 

that can be used by Sunday School 

teachers, the youth staff and parents.  

The titles are listed on an Excel 

Spreadsheet and will include the 

themes of each book.  The completed 

list will be ready by the start of 

Sunday School and will be updated 

as needed. 

 

5. REMINDER: We always accept 

used books/CDs/DVDs/Audiobooks. 

We will either use them in the 

collection or add them to the book 

sale next year. Drop them off any 

time. And we thank you in advance. 

 

Linda Hubbard 

Did You Know... 

LIBRARY NEWS  5. 

The One Book South Dakota 
Books Have Arrived! 

The OBSD books, Kitchens of The Great Midwest 

by J. Ryan Stradal, have indeed arrived. They are 

in the church office waiting for you to pick one up 

and read it!  

 

Please enjoy reading the book and join the First 

Presbyterian Readers on September 14 at 7pm in 

the chapel for our OBSD event when Lori Walsh 

will be leading our discussion again this year. This 

year, as a courtesy of the SDHC, we will be 

allowed to keep our books.  

 

Happy reading! 

Kids bored this summer? Nothing to do? 

Hang at the church library!  Choose an amazing new book to read! 


